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ACTION L-03 

INFO OCT-01 EA-11 IO-14 ISO-OO DPW-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

PM-07 H-03 INR-10 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 
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ACDA-19 OIC-04 DRC-01 /186W 

054633 

R 1 10410Z MAR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2755 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CANBERRA 1451 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ICRC, PARM, AS 

SUB J : GENEVA CONFERENCE ON LAW OF WAR 
REF: GENEVA 1566 

1. REFTEL ASKS DEPT TO INSTRUCT THIS EMBASSY TO 
APPROACH AUSTRALIANS ON RELATIVELY RECONDITE ISSUE OF 
WHETHER "EARS OF NATIONAL LIBERATION" SHOULD BE TERMED 
INTERNATIONAL CONFLICTS WITHIN MEANING OF PROTOCOL I OF 
GENEVA PROTOCOLS. 

2. IF DEPT DECIDES SO TO INSTRUCT EMBASSY, WOULD MUCH 
APPRECIATE IT IF INSTRUCTION WOULD PROVIDE US WITH ADEQUATE 
AMMUNITION AND INFO. EMBASSY, FOR EXAMPLE, DOES 

NOT HAVE FULL SET OF GENEVA PROTOCOLS OF 1949, AND IT IS 
VERY DIFFICULT TO DISCUSS ISSUE WITH AUSTRALIAN DEPT OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS WHICH HAS ALL RELEVANT DOCUMENTATION. 
MOREOVER. WE FIND REFTEL SOMEWHAT PUZZLING, IN THAT IT 
IS NOT CLEAR TO US HOW EXTENSION OF POW STATUS TO 
PERSONNEL OF NATIONAL LIBERATION STATUS (PARA 1) WOULD 
DENY POW TREATMENT TO U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL IN 
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Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

DEPT AWARE, WE DID ACCORD CAPTURED VIET CONG AND NVA 
PERSONNEL STANDARD POW TREATMENT AND ARRANGED FOR RED 
CROSS VISITS TO PLACES OF DETENTION. 

GREEN 
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